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Kuwaiti

By Chaplain (Capt.) Gary Ortiz
150th FW Chaplain's Office

How good are you about keeping ajournal? I’ ve often been told
about the benefits of such adiscipline. However, | was never able
to keep it up. | suppose the reason was that | had little to write
about. That changed when | spent afew weeks at Al Jabbar Air
Basein Kuwait. Whilethere, | would look forward to my daily
journal entries. The reason being, there was plenty to write about.
Things were getting very
crowded there when | |eft, and k N 3 k‘
I’'m sure the situation has B\ B\
grown considerably. | wrote P \
aboutitall. Especially writing
about the very human elements
to which chaplains are often
privy. My Kuwaiti journal has
continued up to now mostly
because the insights that
began there have continued
here. Journal entries both
there and here include the
following:

In Kuwait, themoraleand
professionalism were quite
impressive. Good people
tasked with grave responsibili-
ties and handling them with a
positiveattitude. Communica- [
tion with loved ones back home @
surely helped. | was quite Al
impressed with the care the Air
Force givesto providing
people with phone contact, e-
mail accounts, etc. The
L earning Resource Center
(LRC) asohelpedtomaintain
theintellectual development of
those deployed. | wasim-
pressed with many who took
thetime over there to make an
inventory of their livesin order

%
*.

3 -

.
‘._‘\
3NN

x

X
X
X - X

% %W
)
x X

-\

Chaplain (Capt.) Gary Ortiz stands in front of one of the
Wing'sF-16 " Fighting Falcon" on static display for friends
and family membersto view at last year's Family Day.

Journal

removed from our normal reality, aplace associated with a
potential for harm, has away of demanding agreater clarity for
ones life and vocation. In short, many there reflect on things they
were alwaystoo busy to reflect on before. The same was true for
me

My Journal entries now lean toward speculation on where we, as
acountry, may be headed in the long term. Obviously, many are
doing the same. For some, that takes the form of firm support for
the strong stance the present administration has taken regarding
Irag. For others, it takesthe form of protests.

Regarding the latter,
someone recently asked
about the morale of those
deployed seeing so many
protesters. His point of
referencewasVietnam.
Although | was but a child
during that particular
conflict, | see these protests
asavery different matter.
The high school inwhich |
work isacasein point.
There was a“protest” of
sorts there recently regard-
ing thewar. It ended,
however, with the presenta-
tion of aPrayer Blanket. The
Prayer Blanket was host to
B the namesof known military
)l personnel deployed in
southwest Asia. Opposition
towar co-existingwith an
outpouring of love and
concern for those deployed
is, perhaps, the biggest
differencewithVietnam. No
doubt these are troubled
1 times that have caused
Air Force photo. anxiety for so many. Many

will havetheir opinions.
We as a nation, however,
are apeople who never
cease caring and loving the
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to makeimprovements. For
some, that meant daily trips to the gym to loose a few pounds and
gain the physique they once had. For some, it meant pursuing a
degree through the LRC/University of Maryland. For some, it
meant mending and improving relationships with loved ones back
home. For others, it meant getting re-acquainted with a neglected
spiritual life. Many there began going to church again and
learning more about their faith. Believeme, beinginaplacefar

men and women who have
chosen to servein thisway. How that care and love played out
for thetroops | was privileged to serve in Kuwait (and PSAB for a
week) was powerful. How it will play out for usin the weeks,
months and years ahead is a matter for future journal entries. One
thing isfor sure. The love, care, and faith we, as anation, have
relied on in past conflicts will no doubt get us through the present
one. That, | know, will beapart of all my futurejournal entries.

“ As threats to America change... the National Guard and reservists will be more involved in homeland
security, confronting acts of terror [that] our enemies may try to create.”

-- President GeorgeW. Bush
Feb. 14, 2001
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